Bearing False Witness Against God

By:  Gary Kurz

For Christians the most egregious aspect of the illegal arrest and trial of the Lord Jesus Christ is the fact that his accusers knowingly and purposely accused him of crimes that they knew he had never committed.  Motivated by envy for his sway over the people, they enlisted and paid false witnesses to attest to the prefabricated charges.  Jewish leaders purposely and knowingly violated one of the Ten Commandments that the Lord himself had given to them at Sinai, by bearing false witness.

There was absolutely no evidence to support the trumped up charges brought against him and no justification for his sentence to death.  Even the infidel Pontus Pilate recognized that as he offered to free him.  But the Jewish leadership would not have that and they incited the people to call for his death.  While believers fully understand that his death was voluntary, because it was the only way for men to reconcile to God the Father, we are often bothered by the unfairness that Jesus had to endure because of these false accusations.  
Unfortunately, false witness is brought against God on a daily basis all over the globe.  People single God out when something bad happens and ask "Why did God allow that to happen?" or "How can God allow such a thing?”  

This very sentiment was recently expressed by a popular radio personality who claims to have a close relationship with God.  She was lamenting several evil deeds that were current in the news that day and she allowed her frustration to control, stating emphatically, "Some day when I get to heaven I am going to get all up in God's face and ask him why he let these things happen"?

I absolutely shuddered when I heard her utter these words.  In essence, she was pointing her finger at God and saying "You are to blame.  It's your fault.  What have you to say for yourself?  You are nothing more than a bully.”    That someone would have the gall to accuse Almighty God of evil and call Him on the carpet to answer to them, is the epitome of stupidity, presumptuousness and pride.  It is nothing less than the spirit of Anti-Christ, which the Lord warned was already at work in the world.  
When I hear someone blame God for evil that was committed by a human being my first thought is a bit impulsive and sophomoric; "Please pass the bread, the baloney has already been around!"  My second thought is a little more mature and a bit more considered.  Anyone who could think such dribble, let alone utter their thoughts in public, is a person who does not spend much time in the Bible.  Moreover, they do not understand clearly the character of God.  
Like this woman, they may claim to be a devout Christian, but they are not familiar with the God revealed in the Bible and they certainly are not his spokesperson.  God does not do evil and does not tempt man with evil.  That is clearly spelled out in the book of James.  

It is against his holy nature.  It isn’t that God won’t tempt man with evil.  Rather, he simply cannot do so.  It is against his nature.  He is holy and anything unholy grieves him.  Who God is and how he thinks and acts is the only true constant in our universe. God is immutable, which means he cannot change.  God could not do evil even if he wanted to; and he cannot want to.  He said “I am the Lord thy God, I change not!”
The truth is that the world is evil because we humans chose for it to be.  We chose to sin.  That was not God's doing.  If God had his way, things would be a lot different on planet earth.  But because he allowed free will, the world has gone the course that mankind has steered for it.  Things are far from being as God would have liked them to be.
But let us assume that the accusation is not that God personally causes evil, but rather that he merely allows it to happen.  In other words, he could stop the evil, but he chooses to stand idly by and let it happen.  Thus, in the accuser's mind, since God could have stopped something from happening and did not, he is at the very least complicit.  While this may seem logical on the surface, we must look deeper to see if the idea truly floats.

If God were to intervene to stop an evil act, how exactly would he do that?  Would he for instance stop a suicide bomber by slaying him before he had a chance to do the dastardly act?  If he did intervene ahead of time like that, would there not then be those who would ask "Why did God allow that man to die," because they could not have seen the future where that the man would have murdered many innocent people?
If God were to intervene based on his foreknowledge, we would not know that he had stopped a bombing by allowing the bomber to die.  Instead of lauding his intervention then, in our ignorance we would accuse him of the death of the potential murderer.  
There would be no end to our second-guessing God.  We would always question things that happened and wonder why God allowed it to be, not realizing he intervened to preclude something worse happening.  It would be a no-win scenario for God.  In our eyes he would be wrong if he did nothing but also wrong if he did something.

And if God intervened in those news-worthy public things, why should he stop there?  Why shouldn't he apply the same remedy to our personal lives and start making better decisions for us?   Instead of us being late for work again, he could have us fired so we would learn a valuable lesson for our next job.  Or maybe if we routinely exceeded the posted speed limit, he could have our driver's license taken away so we would not violate that law again.  

God could choose the man or woman we are to spend our lives with.  He could give us the employment of his choosing, even if we do not personally care for that kind of work.  Instead of purchasing that new car, God could have us be more frugal and take the bus.  I think you get the idea.

Of course, we don't want God to be that involved.  We only want him to take care of the things that we think he should be responsible for.  We don't want him meddling in our personal lives.  But it is okay for him to meddle in the lives of others so that we feel more comfortable and happy; so that our sense of fairness is satisfied.   But then aren’t those other people being unfairly treated by God?
So then, what is the answer?  When should God get involved and when should he leave things alone?  We actually hinted at the answer a little earlier.  If God had his way, he would take complete control and there would be no evil to worry about.  In fact, and quite ironically, that is how he started mankind out in the garden, but Adam and Eve, who acted as any of us would have, did not cotton to relinquishing control.  

One day God reign over us in a perfect theocracy, but until that day comes, God restrains himself from intervening in our lives and decision making.  He does not want a race of mindless drones.  He has given free will and choice to each of us so that we may live as we determine to be right.  But there are consequences to the decisions we make.

The world and its secular system work pretty much on automatic.  When evil befalls someone, it is invariably due to the decisions and actions of others.  The effect may be far removed from the cause; for instance, your house burning down because some young boys played with matches in the adjacent field…but the effect is certainly the result of the actions of other people.  God is not to blame.  
Again, one day God will intervene on a universal scale.  He will balance the books and set things right.  Until then, he allows us to make our own decisions and suffer (or prosper) from the consequences that follow. His longsuffering is not a failure, but a Godly attribute of restraint that allows his creation freedom of choice.  

If you are a believer and you have asked "Why does God…,” maybe it is time you realized that you are unknowingly bearing false witness against God and that is not a good thing.  The radio host we spoke about above no longer commands the audience she once did.  
Is that a ramification to her falsely accusing the Lord?  In my opinion, of course it is.  It can be nothing else.   And if our inner thinking mirrors her expressed accusations, we are as guilty as her of falsely accusing God and need to correct our folly.  In that same book of James we are told that every good gift comes from the Father of Lights, or God.  He does not visit evil upon his creation.  He brings only good.  And that is a true witness. 
