Christians Die Well
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"Take him and give no heed to what he may say" barked the Roman Centurion to several soldiers as he pointed out the blessed Polycarp, Christian icon of his day and Bishop of the Church at Smyrna.   His words were not a warning to expect the beloved Pastor to talk his way out of the charges, but rather an urging to the soldiers to not receive the things of Christ that he would undoubtedly speak to them as they led him away under arrest.  
Doubtless, the Centurion knew the sway the gospel had on many and he did not want his soldiers converted.  His words carried the threat of severe punishment, perhaps even death, should they allow themselves to be swayed by this giant of the Christian faith.
Revelation chapter 2 foretold of the day when the leadership of this faithful church at Smyrna would be imprisoned and put to death.  Here, some 60 years after the words were penned by the Apostle John, the aged soul winner Polycarp, whose very name means "much fruit", was arrested and taken to the Roman amphitheater.  There, he was placed before the depraved crowd of onlookers, who just hours earlier had called for the blood of many other Christians and cheered at their executions.
The presiding Roman official gave Polycarp the opportunity to live and be released unharmed, offering "If you will but curse this Jesus you speak of, I will set you free."   The crowd chanted "Curse him, curse him."   But the man of God would not.  Instead, he raised his voice as loudly as his old frame would allow and said "Eighty and six years have I served him and he has done me nothing but good.  How then shall I curse him, my Lord and Savior?"

Both the official and the crowd were stunned by his response, as often is the case when people witness such persevering faith.  Nevertheless, after a slight hesitation while the official processed Polycarp’s unexpected response, the command was given to lash him to the pole for burning.  

Polycarp pleaded "Tie me not, for the same Christ who gave me power to come to this fire shall give me strength abide."  He was allowed to stand untied and he did not attempt to flee the flames.  Onlookers were amazed at the strength of this great man of God.  Some cheered in glee.  Others celebrated.  But there were many who sat in hushed awe at the power of God.  This man, “Much Fruit” was a witness for his Lord even in his death.
We cannot ignore that some non-Christians die as bravely as Polycarp did.  There have been war heroes, statesmen and women and people from every walk of life who have laid their lives down in heroic fashion for great cause and purpose.  But I think it is safe to say that none have died with the triumphant, conquering spirit or joy that this man possessed.  
Some who give their lives for a cause may claim they are going to a better place, but even they feel the uncertainty of their words and shudder at the mystery and darkness of death.  There is no mystery for the believer.  There is no darkness.  Only a Christian can die with joy, because our joy is founded on what we have in Christ in the next life and not this present one.  

      "Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that man is peace" 










    Psalm 37:37
Christians die well.  That is not to say they all die willingly or with a smile on their face.  It only means that they die without the uncertainty or fear that unbelievers face.  The Bible says that “..sin is the sting of death.”  Un-confessed, un-forgiven sin is what gives death its sting or fearsome mystery.  A believer’s sin issue was settled long ago on and no longer is carried in their heart.  Because of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God did on Calvary’s tree, we can die without fear.  We can die well.

