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A little boy pushed his tiny hand into the Pastor's and said "G’morning pastor, can I ask you a question?"   The Pastor, with his usual warm smile said "Sure Billy, what is it?"  "Well" said Billy, "I was wondering what it means to be a Christian"?   

"Well Billy" responded the Pastor, "I talk about that every Sunday.  I will be explaining it again this morning, but just so you don't have to wait, a Christian is just someone who has given up their sin to the Lord and accepted him as their savior".   
Billy looked puzzled for a moment, and asked "So a Christian is someone who shouldn't sin anymore right"?   "That's right,” acknowledged the Pastor, "and when they don't sin, you can see their joy.  They are kind and helpful to others.   They stand out in a crowd.  They are the kind of people you would like to be around Billy.  Do you understand?"
Billy, obviously wrestling with his response, hesitatingly nodded his head and said "Uh huh, I think so, but, but, but can I ask you one more question?”  “Sure Billy, go ahead” the pastor replied.  “Well, can you tell me, have I ever seen one?"
While this is a humorous story as most stories about children are, Billy's question brings attention to an alarming trend in Christianity.  Today we have so many different ideas floating around about what it means to be a "Christian" that we too are tempted to ask the question "Have I ever seen one?”   One cannot help but wonder how some who claim to be believers can look like, talk like and act like those who do not believe.  Where is the difference?  Where is the “Come out from among them and be ye separate?”
Many centuries ago, in a world much smaller than today, at least population-wise, it was a crime to be a Christian.  In fact, it was a crime just to be accused of being a Christian.  It took only an un-substantiated accusation from anyone to bring an end to one's freedom.  If someone hated you, they merely had to bear false witness against you and you were gone.  If a business competitor wanted you out of the picture, all they needed to do was make an official complaint that they heard you praying to the Christian God and the authorities moved swiftly against you. 

For a short period of time under Roman rule, if you were found guilty of such a heinous crime as believing in the Son of God, you were not only incarcerated and persecuted, but the person who filed the complaint was rewarded for their public service of exposing you with your property.  
One had no recourse and no appeal; at least no bonafide appeal.  The accused either confessed or denied the claim.  If they confessed they were put to immediate death; and many true believers happily admitted their “guilt.”  But if they truly were not believers and denied their guilt, they were tortured until in pain they falsely confessed, and then were put to death.  
For evil-minded people, this legislative blunder gave them a new way to cheat and steal.   You can imagine how quickly this got out of hand.  Fortunately, this period was relatively short in history.
Then there was a period in history when almost the opposite was true.  The Emperor Constantine, after reportedly seeing the sign of the cross in the sky with the words "In this sign conquer", proclaimed himself to be a Christian.  It immediately became socially beneficial to declare one's self a Christian.  Never mind that there was no actual conversion or regeneration; it was socially expedient to be labeled a Christian.  There was great gain to make and much favor to garner from the government.
Sadly, the same thing can be said about many today who flippantly name that blessed name.  Certain social advantages have manifested themselves for those who give the appearance that they are religious.  This is especially true with celebrities.  From the rock star who prays with their group before a performance to the professional athlete who points to heaven after scoring, in a gesture aimed at making you think they know God and somehow God helped them score; it is popular to come across as religious.   
This spiritual mentality has manifested itself at all levels of society and it has ecumenically transcended denominational creeds and beliefs.  If you appear "religious" you are accepted by all.  Doctrinal walls are felled, perceptions of God and His Son are obscured and all religions are bonded together despite their differences. The Bahai-style mantra “Many paths, but one God” prevails.  

Even a United States President who claimed to be of the Christian persuasion, and who I voted for, said on at least two occasions “Christian, Jew or Muslim; all one God.”  Really?  You will spend a lifetime trying to find that in either the Bible, Tanakh or Koran.  But I ramble.
This relatively new celebrity or popular religion is not fueled by faith and without faith there can be no true religion.  There is no evidence of conversion, no thirst for the Word, and no reverence for the one they claim to know.   In fact, there is a total disregard for the holiness of God.  These are new age Christians.  They do not exercise their faith; they sport it rather on irreverent t-shirts, hats and bumper stickers.  

One t-shirt will say "This blood is for you," a play on “This Bud is for you.”  Another will depict some stripped-down, ripped, long-haired hippy looking Jesus character lifting weights in a gym that says "Jesus gym.”
Let us not forget the ever-popular acronym "WWJD" or "What Would Jesus Do" slogan.  Theologically, there is nothing wrong with asking ourselves this question.  Indeed, we are encouraged to consider what Jesus would do if confronted with the same circumstances?   We should ask ourselves "What would Jesus do?  How can I honor my Lord in this thing?"

Pragmatically, according to the new age crowd's answer to this question, it seems that Jesus would do a lot of things that traditional Christians would find questionable, even shocking.  And many of the things that they claim Jesus would do are in direct conflict with Jesus' own words in scripture.  Some are downright and outright sinful.  For example, I saw a news piece several years ago that was conducting interviews of contestants in a Miss Nude something or other pageant.  

At the conclusion of an interview of several of the women who were standing together in a group for the interview (all fully clothed by the way), one of the women said to the other women, “Alright girls, let’s pray and ask the Lord to bless this contest so there are no hard feelings.”  Again, really?   I don’t even know how to comment on such anti-scriptural dribble.  I just want to scream.

And it is not just lewdness; this pragmatic question of what Jesus would do reaches into almost every area of everyday life.  Somehow, I just cannot envision the Son of God blowing up an abortion clinic.  Jesus most certainly would not do that.  He will one day judge those who kill the innocent, but not through some misguided fanatic who thinks he (or she) is working for God.  
I also can't see Jesus blasting out an ungodly heavy metal, synchropated beat from an electric guitar to "bless" a congregation with lyrics that fall far short of accurately reflecting the teachings from His Word.  And there are a hundred other things I know Jesus would not do that others do in his name.  

The problem is that people unskilled and even unfamiliar with the Word of God are gathering large followings and spewing out their humanistic, erroneous views of God.  And their views are being received in ignorance.  It is the old "If it feels good, it must be right" mentality.  There are little, if any, doctrinal stands, and any mention of traditional Christian values are mocked and scorned.  The consequences are grave.  It gives false hope to a faithless religion.
This rapidly growing shift towards religious zeal without foundational understanding of Bible doctrine is no nuance.  It is a major change in philosophy that uses religion to make humanism and pluralism more palatable.  Worse yet, many of those strong in traditional faith are starting to think maybe this new brand of faithless religion isn't really that bad after all.  Men and women, who have been strong, separated bastions of the faith, are lured away from reverent worship into sensually-seated celebration that they label as “Praise,” which somehow makes everyone feel better.
True Christians must be vigilant.  Jesus warned there would come a falling away from the faith.  He said there would be wolves in sheep's clothing and we are seeing that today.  Charles Spurgeon warned of this slippery slope that Christendom was on well over 120 years ago.  He said that entertainment would find its way into our churches and eventually people would come to be entertained, not to worship.  

The question he posed in his dissertation is one that needs to be asked again today, "Are we to feed the sheep or entertain goats"?  Do we want to fill our churches with unbelievers who we cater to on their level or do we want to win the lost and have them join us in reverential worship?  What say you?
