How to Fool God
By:  Gary Kurz

Two pastors who had not seen each other for several years reunited at a conference they were both attending.  When the workshop they were involved in broke for lunch, they sat down to catch up on old times.  The conversation eventually turned to their respective ministries as one asked the other "Jack, how many people in your church would you say are serving?"  The younger pastor responded "About 30% would be my best guess.   What about your church Bob?"   Bob responded, "I would say 100% of my people are serving."
A bit taken back by the response, Jack did a double-take and then blurted out "100%?   That is unheard of.  You have 100% of your people serving the Lord?  That is wonderful my friend!"   Bob quickly corrected his friend, "Serving the Lord?  Oh no Jack, I didn’t say that.  I have 100% of my people serving, but only about 30% are serving the Lord.  The other 70% are serving the world or themselves."

The poignant point the pastor was trying to make was that there are just too many Christians who are idle or neutralized.  They are playing church.  They put on a good show on Sunday morning, but when it comes time to tithe, to visit the sick and shut-ins, or to knock on doors to invite people to church or to Christ, they cannot be found.  They don't want to be found.  They don't want to be spiritual; they only want to appear to be.  They are putting on a show for others.  
Is that a bit harsh?  I suppose it is, but sometimes the truth can be harsh; and people need to hear the truth, harsh or not.  Even the world knows that; they talk about the need for “tough love” all the time.  So the truth of the moment is that many, if not most believers are not serving the Lord.
And lest you think I am exonerating myself from this harsh reality, I am not.  I am well aware that but for the grace of God in my life, I could easily slide (or rather backslide) into a life where I wound not find the time for the things of God.  Thank God for the burden for souls he has given me and others who serve him.  
But even with all those who have a burden to serve the Lord, there are just way too many Christians whose only burden is putting on an act in front of others.  Let me illustrate this with a true story about an Evangelist friend of mine who was visiting a couple in their home and the experience he had.  
The evangelist had just sat down with the couple for refreshments when the back door flew open with a “woooosh” and “craaaack” as it crashed into the wall.  In came the couple’s son, a very excited nine year old named Johnny.  It was clear he was excited and in a hurry.
From where Johnny entered the room, he could not see the Evangelist or his father sitting at the dining room table; he could only see his mother.  Gasping out hurried words in short breaths after apparently running some distance, he excitedly ran in yelling "Mama, mama, mama…I was just out in the (breath) back yard and I was (breath) playing with my (breath) ball and bat and…and,  and, and I saw this big rat run out of the ditch and I threw my bat at him and I thumped him right on top of the head mama.  Wow, what a throw I made!  And then, and then mama, I ran over and picked up my bat and I hit him again and then I kicked him and jumped on him and then I pulled his tail and then and then…"
Johnny's word trailed off momentarily as he came around the corner and saw who he knew to be the Evangelist with his father sitting at the other side of the table.  He was obviously surprised by the Man of God’s presence, and awkwardly taken back as he remembered the grizzly things he had just been saying.  
But without skipping a beat, Johnny quickly became very pious, almost priestly in his demeanor, as he continued explaining in a subdued and softer voice "…and then uh, um, and then mama, the Lord took him home."  Johnny followed that spiritual summation of his experience by sporting an angelic smile that I am sure he hoped would win over his audience.
The story is quite humorous to be sure; but, the application is not.  Just like Johnny, many of us try to paint a better image of ourselves than who we really are.  We know ourselves pretty well, but we don't want others to.  For whatever reasons, we want people to think we are better than we evaluate ourselves to be; so we put on a facade.  
Oddly, it often works.  It seems that it is easy to fool people, because most folks are generally trusting.  They want to believe the best about others, about you; and so they buy what you are selling at face value.  
The truth is, we can fool others most the time and without much effort.  Sometimes, we can even fool ourselves.  But we can never fool God.  I suppose that is an admission that I misled you with the title of this article.  It was a little disingenuous, because I was actually trying to fool you to prove how easily it can be done.  

But honestly, did you really think there might be a way to fool God?   Shame on you!  Proverbs 15:3:  warns us that "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good".  You just cannot fool God.  God sees everything.  He can even see the invisible things; our hearts, thoughts and intents.  To be more accurate, he sees and sees through everything.  Our attempts to make ourselves look pious and holy when we are not is nothing less than wasted effort with God.
Fortunately for us, God does not deal as harshly with attempted deceit as he did in other dispensations; or even in earlier New Testament times for that matter.  In the book of Acts we are introduced to a married couple by the names of Ananias and Sapphira.  These two conspired together to lie to God and as a result, their very lives were instantly required.  They died on the spot for that sin.  God is much more merciful these days or our churches would be even emptier than they already are.
But please do not take God's mercy for granted.  Playing church and trying to project a picture of ourselves that is false is tantamount to lying to God.  Christians need to be real.  Successful Christian living can only come by being who we are and allowing the Holy Spirit to work on our defects and shortcomings.   If we are faithful and honest, God will grow the person inside of us that he wants us to be, as close to a mirror image of his son Jesus as possible.  

If we remember that the eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding OUR evil, it might go a long way for us to try to live up to the image we want everyone to have of us.  It might also help us cast out the "Johnny" that lives inside each of us.
