Not Giving the Devil His Due

By:  Gary Kurz
In one of my Bible classes many years ago, the students were given an examination that was comprised of several multiple choice and essay questions.   One of the essay questions required students to write everything they knew about the Holy Spirit.  Another question made the same requirement for everything known about Satan.
All of the class completed the test with time to spare, except for one moderately challenged young man who suffered from Down Syndrome.   John was only auditing the class and was not required to take the quizzes and examinations, but he would not hear of it.  He wanted to do everything the rest of the class was required to do.  He was quite an encouragement.

But he was obviously struggling to complete the test in the time allotted.  When the instructor for that particular class, who was also our Pastor, announced that the allotted time had expired, he allowed John some extra time.  The whole class encouraged him to keep trying and John always beamed when folks did that.   

He stopped writing a few minutes later, ran his paper quickly up to the instructor and then turned to return to his seat.  The Pastor called after him in a gentle voice, trying not to embarrass him, "John, you didn't finish the examination.  You forgot to write what you know about Satan."  
John was very sensitive, however, and in his capacity to relate socially, he felt he was being singled out.   He wasn’t of course, but there was no way to explain that to him.  So, without turning to look back at the Pastor, John abruptly replied, "Sorry, but I have no time for Satan.  You shouldn’t have asked that question."   

Reaching his desk, he grabbed up his books and other possessions in one big heap and clumsily hurried out of the classroom as was his custom when he felt embarrassed by his disability.  We all felt bad that he had misunderstood, but we also knew John had the type of spirit that would not allow him to hold onto his embarrassment.  He would be his same old cheerful self in a very short time.
But the Pastor was not about to leave this situation to chance.  At the start of the next class, the Pastor called John up in front of the room and announced to the class that he had received an "A" on the examination.  
John looked puzzled because he knew that he had not had time to finish and had turned in an incomplete test.  Before he could say anything, however, the Pastor said "John, I know you didn't finish the test because you ran out of time, but your oral response was better and wiser than anything anyone else in the class wrote.  You said 'I have no time for Satan' and truly, that is all we need to know about him.  If every Christian could learn that lesson, we would all get an "A" from the Lord.  Congratulations."
John was not always quick to catch on to things, but he understood every word the Pastor had said and he was once again beaming as he made his way back to his chair.  I don't think there was a dry eye in the classroom as we all cheered and applauded for him.  
Paul wrote to the Ephesians 4:27 (kjv) "Neither give place to the devil.”  If you read this in conjunction with Romans chapter 7, where Paul speaks of the weakness and failings of his own flesh, you will understand that Paul was speaking from personal experience.   He was encouraging Christians of his day and of generations to follow to resist temptation and to not allow any room in their lives for Satan.
The old cliché that the world uses, “Give the Devil his due,” should have no meaning to believers.  He is entitled to no recognition.   We should never give the Devil his due.  Believers need to ensure that there is no place in their lives where Satan can find entry.  We should conduct self-examinations to ensure that none of our time is spent for him.
