Warning:  You Only Have Days to Live!

By:  Gary Kurz

A customary greeting in rural China is "What is your glorious age?"  The equivalent in our western culture would be "How are you doing" or “How is it going,” a greeting we have all both extended and received.   
The difference between these western and eastern verbal salutations is that in the west, with few exceptions, such greetings are more superficial or cursory than sincere.   Westerners are usually in a hurry and don’t have time for small talk.  People do not usually want to know a lot of details about your life. They aren't even expecting a response.  Their inquiry is nothing more than an act of social politeness.   In fact, if you were to take the time to respond at length about how your life was going, you would probably surprise the enquirer and find them repeatedly glancing at their watch as they heard you out.
Conversely, in the east, genuine interest usually accompanies the greeting.  The greeter is actually looking for a considered response and they are willing to take the time to hear what you have to say. They are interested to know how things are going for you; whether life has treated you well and is allowing you to grow old gracefully. 
Generally, easterners allow more time for the little things than do their western counterparts. They seem to be more cognizant of the brevity of life and celebrate it even in informal greetings. Aging therefore, is considered to be a glorious thing. 
This same eastern ideal is reflected in scripture.  In Psalm 90:12 we read, "So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."  The Psalmist reflects God's concern that the days of his people be fruitful and productive.  
In a preceding verse we are told that normal human longevity is threescore and ten, or 70 years. In keeping with the text above, that time is to be spent wisely, applying our hearts unto wisdom. While this can mean different and varied things to the individual, all can agree that it is the wise believer who obediently serves their Lord. To that end, the important point being made is that our time to perform that service is limited and we should take our "callings" seriously. 
The emphasis on life expectancy is made to remind us that our time is fleeting and we need to be about the Master's business. I think it is important to note the Lord's use of the word "days" rather than "years". We are inclined to think in terms of years when we read this verse; and 70 years seems to be a sufficiently long time. A year is such a large measure of time that considering 70 consecutive years does not promote a sense of urgency. 
However, if we translate 70 years, breaking it down to more manageable chunks of time, the urgency becomes more apparent. When we consider that 70 years is actually only 840 months, our allotted time starts to take on a different reality. Months are not that long. They pass by rather quickly. Some of them don't even have 31 days. To realize that we have only 840 months to live is sobering.
Now then, when we express 840 months in terms of weeks, we arrive at an even more startling figure. There are only 3640 weeks that comprise the average lifetime. A week is a very short chunk of time. Weeks pass by very quickly. We sometimes anticipate events in our lives in terms of weeks. Those events seem far off, but they arrive and pass very quickly. Weeks are considerably quick periods of time.  It usually takes only a week to get over the common cold.  It takes a week to learn a new job.  Planning a date or a fishing trip a week away is common, because it does not take long for that day to arrive.
But when we break this number down even further into days, the figures become even more startling.  This is no doubt because people generally do not consciously consider their lives in terms of total days.  They are generally unaware of the number of days the average life comprises.  Ask anyone how many days the average person lives, and most will respond impulsively with "About a million or more I guess".  They are not trying to be clever or funny; they genuinely have never thought about it and impulsively respond with a misconceived high number.  
I have conducted such a survey and invariably, this is the type of answer I receive.  When I inform them that the number is actually around 25,000, their entire countenance seems to change.  This is a very sobering number and usually not even in the ballpark of what they were thinking.   
Years are such huge chunks of time that the small number of 70 is not very alarming.  Months too are sufficiently long enough that the number 840 is not overwhelming.  The breakdown into 3640 weeks is a bit more intimidating, but our psyche can process and handle that without too much concern.  But 25,000 days is another story.  
We all know how quickly days pass. There are times when we have had to stay awake for an entire day or abstain from eating for 24 hours for medical testing reasons; and we do so successfully because a day is not a very long period of time.  And it doesn't take long to whittle away at the total number we are allotted.  For example, if you are 30 years old, you have already used up 11,000 of those days. If you are 50, you only have a little over 7,000 days remaining. As a member of the latter group, I can assure you that the last half of the days allotted to our lives seem to pass a whole lot quicker than the first half.  
God does not use words flippantly. He knew that if we numbered our days, that is, if we realized how short our days are, it would serve to motivate us to apply our hearts unto wisdom. What is your glorious age? How many days do you have remaining? Are you using them wisely? Are you about the Master's business?  

 

