What Spirit am I Listening to?

By:  Gary Kurz

I John 4:1 warns: "…believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of God…."  In these hi-tech times when just about anyone can write a blog or E-zine, or form an online chat room or exclusive special interest group, it is sometimes difficult for new Christians, who are not yet grounded in basic Bible teachings, to distinguish truth from error.  Anyone who wants to have a platform to spout their personal beliefs about God or the Bible, can do so with relative ease and virtually no expense.   

There also are no rules on what you can say or what doctrines you espouse, as long as they are not considered hateful, racist, sexist, etc.  Consequently, you can find a smorgasbord of ideas and religious positions.  Some are good; unfortunately, most are not.  You will find that most online, television and radio “ministries” are not connected to local fundamental churches.  That means they are not governed by a local assembly of believers, or under pastoral authority, which is the Bible prescription for any ministry.  

Lack of overseership means that the person is answerable to no one and can say and do whatever they please.   This gives them absolute say so and power over what they do and we all know the old axiom “absolute power corrupts absolutely.”    And many of these talking heads are corrupt.  Having no one to answer to usually breeds a narcissistic spirit.  For instance, one fellow, claiming to be a tv preacher, arrogantly proclaimed “God comes to me for advice.”    
So, it behooves us to try the spirits or voices that we are exposed to.  How does one try the spirits?  Is there a litmus test that we can apply?   The next two verses of this passage provide the answer.  They say "Hereby know we the Spirit of God; every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God; and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist…."  

The contrast between the two spirits is quite apparent; one is a true witness and the other is not.  It is false.  Unfortunately, in this day of pseudo Christianity the lines of truth and error are so often blurred that inexperienced believers find themselves unsure of who or what to believe in certain matters.  And many are listening to the wrong spirits.
Following is a list of contrasting attributes between the Spirit of Truth (The Lord Jesus Christ) and the Spirit of Error (The Anti-Christ).  When questions arise as to whether a thing is true or false, one only needs to measure it against the attributes of each spirit to determine who is behind it.   It really is as simple as that.
Hopefully this extensive, but incomplete list will serve as a quick-reference for you and help you understand better the mind of Christ and the wicked ways of the evil one so that you can make right decisions on things in your life. 
- Spirit of Truth (The Lord Jesus Christ)

· Spirit of Error  (The Anti-Christ)

- Member of Holy Trinity  -  (Father, Son and Holy Spirit

· Member of Unholy Trinity  - (Satan, False Prophet, Anti-Christ)

 - Established His Church - (The Unspotted Bride)

                  

· Establishes the Apostate Church - (The Great Harlot)

 - Represents the Word of God
                  
· Misrepresents the Word of God

 - Came in God’s name   (Promotes God)

                  
· Comes in his own name  (Promotes him/herself and their work)

*A common trait that we see in the wealthy, flamboyant tv preachers
 - He was despised by men 
                                 
· He will be exalted by men

- He did his Father’s will

                  
· He does his own will

 - He came to save mankind
                 
· He comes to destroy mankind

- He is the Holy One

                 
· He is the Lawless One

- He is the Son of God

                  
· He is the Son of Perdition

- He is the sacrificial lamb

                  
· He is the ravenous wolf

- He will glorify his bride the church                 
· He will kill his harlot wife the false church

- He is God who made himself man

· He is man who will make himself god

- He represents the spirit of truth
                 
· He represents the spirit of error

- He loves man


                
· He hates man
- He leads believers to be spiritually righteous

· He leads people to be unrighteous

- He leads believers to be holy in deportment and service

· He leads believers to be carnal and sensual

- He hates the things of the world and says “Come out from among them”

· He loves the things of the world and says “embrace and imitate them”

- He loves his bride the church and seeks to conform it to his image

· He hates Christ’s bride and seeks to destroy it through compromise
- He will be exalted

                
· He will be destroyed

Christians, seasoned in or new to the faith alike, need to guard themselves from those spirits or voices that are not of God.   We need to measure the person who claims to speak for God by God’s standards.  Some would call this “judging” and point to Matthew 7, where we are told to not judge each other.  

This is an erroneous interpretation.  Matthew 7 speaks to us looking on the sins of others as if we are ourselves without sin.  The teaching is clear, we shouldn’t do that.  Instead, we should reach out and offer support and prayer to our fellow believers.   But identifying the spirits that are not of God and calling them out is NOT what this passage is addressing.  

Indeed, we are told to “mark them” (identify, expose, call out).  We are told to “try the spirit”.  There are countless passages that tell us to beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing, false prophets, and even Satan himself.  And God tells us over and over again, but most emphatically in Ephesians chapter 6, that we are in a battle, wrestling against spiritual wickedness and their minions.   God tells us of all the armor and weapons he provides to us and why would he provide it if he did not intend for us to do battle?

That spirit that is not of God, that spirit of Anti-Christ, is not always easy to spot.   Often, they have great multitudes of followers who adore and support them.  But key factors that give them away are usually present.  They are:

A. A love for money – their so-called ministry asks constantly for donations and has a large staff of phone operators to receive your telephonic donation.  They also have apps where you can donate electronically.  They sell books, videos, crystals, bottles of tears from the preacher himself, handkerchiefs, and well you name it.  A true ministry should be an extension of a local church that is supported by that governing body through tithes and offerings.

B. Flamboyant living – outrageous, irresponsible, unaccountable spending of the donations that were sent to support the ministry (not the minister per se).  We all remember the Jim Bakker air-conditioned dog house and Kenneth Copelands huge commercial jet, etc.  These things were not what donations were given for, but this was the intended purpose all along.

C. The teaching of false doctrines.  Almost every one of these “voices” get some (and often many) critical doctrines taught in scripture, wrong.  The ramifications can be disastrous, up to and including giving people false hope about their salvation.
D. Jesus is mentioned, but not held up to be the one and only way to the Father.  Salvation is usually taught to be the product of seeking prosperity or a better you.  One alleged preacher said that they were promoting the glory of man to the greater glory of God, whatever in the world that means.  

If you are a born again believer, trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ, you need to know that “not every spirit is of God,” even if they sound like they are.  Investigate them.  Scrutinize them.  Yes, judge them.   Listen to what they say about the Lord Jesus.  Pay attention to what the main point to their ministry and message is.  Prayerfully, TRY THOSE SPIRITES.  

